Water in Africa:
Hydro-Pessimism or Hydro-Optimism?
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« “If the average one

hour per day saved
by each household
member through the
convenience of
nearby safe drinking
water and sanitation
facilities could be
used to earn the daily
minimum wage, that
time would be worth
$63.5 bn a
year”...globally
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Figure 4 Association between lack of improved soarces of drinkimg water s sanitation facilities, and deaths
attributable to diarrhoeal diseases
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AFRICA: WATER SUPPLY COVERAGE, 2000

So, itis
useful to
look a little
more In-
depth at a
‘meso level
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* It's along walk to
water...and time
IS money
— One person-day

lost a week = ~
$1?

— Which is enough
to purchase 100

N litres?

&~ * Wateris very
\...| expensive and

often poor quality



d In towns

* Rich people
pay the same
amount for ~
5,000 litres
with a

P connection

¥+ Water is cheap
or expensive?
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Figure 10 Change in drinking water coverage from 1990 to 2003,
projection of chamge from 2002 to 2005 and MG target globally
and in sub-5aharan Africa
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utstripping improvements...maybe
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